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Co. of America has petitioned for concessions In the
proximity of the Dead Sea and in the neighborhood of
Rodosto on the European side of the Marmara.
Asphalt and naphtha exist at Hit and its environs, on
Tiki-it in the province of Baghdad, and in the neighbor-
hood of the Dead Sea. Asphalt also exists in the moun-
tains of Middle Syria. The chief pits are near Suet-el-
Chan, at the eastern declivity of the Jebel-ed-Dahr.
Among the bitumen is the cultimeous schist: the latter
is likewise found on the southern shores of Izmid and
in many parts of the Alclin and Angora provinces.
Abundant supplies of manganese are found in the
Anatolian peninsula not far from the seaeoast. Near
the Black Sea there are deposits seven or eight kilometers
from EreglL Adjacent to the Sea of Marmara are the
pits of Sabanja, Satch Koi and Balia-Maden (operated
by the well-known Societe Anonyme Ottomane des Mines
contested "by American, British, and, ultimately, also by Bussian interests.
Apart from these, there exist at present 18 claims in the localities of
Katranli, ^Teftii, Divan-Husain, and Hanan-Kaletu It is in some of these
claims that the leading American enterprise appears to be taking an interest.
In order to complete the list of the most important Turkish oil fields
awaiting exploitation the region near the river Kizil Irmak, in the vilayet
of Kastamuni, may also be mentioned. A survey made of it "by a Swiss
geologist descrihes it as very promising."
Dr. Edward J. Bing, an unusually well-posted observer of Eastern affairs,
wrote in the New Republic (July 18, 1923): " The oil wells of Mesopotamia
are merely so many simple, shallow pits. The £ exploitation * is carried out
by the inhabitants of the adjacent villages, the oil being used only in their
households. You could call it a 'home industry.' While the crude oil is
transported on donkey and camel back, it is removed from the wells by
villagers who descend into the pit, generally six to eight feet deep, and dip
goatskin sacks, buckets or cups into the oil. Some actually use palm leaves
and even, the hollow hand.
"With, the introduction of modern working methods, however, the Tigris
and the Euphrates will provide excellent possibilities of transport, and pipe
lines will connect the oil fields and refineries with the principal harbors,
It was stated some tirne ago that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company plans the
construction of a pipe line leading- from its oil fields in Persia to the
Mediterranean harbor of Haifa in Palestine. The cost involved was esti-
mated at $50,0(^0,000. Optimists consider five years the nainimum time,
and $35,000,000 the minimum investment in connection with the means of
transportation, erection of machinery and for starting any modern exploita-
tion of the Mosul oil region."—E. G. M,

